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Summary 
Main Entry:  Charles G. Fuller Collection 
 
Date Span:  1985 – 1991 
 
Abstract:  Collection of correspondence, minutes, clippings, documents, and other material related 
to the work of the Southern Baptist Convention Peace Committee from 1985 to 1991.  Charles G. 
Fuller, pastor of First Baptist Church of Roanoke, Virginia, served as chairman of the committee. 
 
Size:  3 linear ft. 
 
Collection #:  AR 893 
 
Historical Sketch 
During the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas, June 11 – 13, 1985, a 
special committee was created to attempt to determine the sources of the current controversy in the 
SBC and to make findings and recommendations to resolve it.  The committee met 14 times. 
Following each meeting, a report was given to Southern Baptists by Charles G. Fuller, Chairman of 
the Committee, through the denominational news service, Baptist Press. The committee made a 
preliminary report to the 1986 Convention and a final report that was adopted in 1987. The 
committee consisted of 22 members who were selected to equally represent the various factions 
within the convention.  
 
The following persons served on this Special Committee that ultimately became known as the 
Peace Committee: 
 
Charles G. Fuller, Chairman Charles W. Pickering 
Harmon M. Born William E. Poe 
Doyle E. Carlton, Jr. Ray E. Roberts 
Mrs. Morris H. Chapman Adrian P. Rogers 
William O. Crews* Cecil E. Sherman* 
Robert E. Cuttino John Sullivan 
Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory Daniel G. Vestal 
Jim Henry Jerry Vines 
William E. Hull Edwin H. Young 
Herschel H. Hobbs Charles F. Stanley 
Albert McClellan W. Winfred Moore 
 
*Note:  William O. Crews was elected president of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, 
October 13, 1986, but was asked to remain as a member. Cecil E. Sherman resigned from the 
Special Committee, October 22, 1986, and was replaced by Peter James Flamming.  
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Charles G. Fuller, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Roanoke, Virginia, was selected as 
Chairman of the Peace Committee.  Fuller was viewed by most as a conservative, but had not been 
involved in the political side of the conservative movement within the controversy.  Fuller was born 
in Andalusia, Alabama in 1931, but grew up in West Palm Beach, Florida.  He received his B.A. 
from University of Richmond in 1954 and his Masters of Divinity degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 1957.  He served as pastor of the Pine Street Baptist Church in 
Richmond from 1957 to 1961. He then was called as pastor to the First Baptist Church of Roanoke, 
Virginia, serving from 1961 to his retirement in 1999.  
 
During his tenure as pastor he also was active in leadership roles in state and national Baptist 
conventions.  He served as president of the Virginia Baptist State Convention, President of the 
Pastor’s Conference of the SBC, Trustee Chairman of the Radio and Television Commission, SBC, 
and Trustee for the Home Mission Board, SBC.  He married Pat Huff in August 1952 and they had 
three sons together, Mark, David, and Michael. 
 
Scope and Content Note 
The collection consists of correspondence, minutes of committee meetings, clippings, documents, 
sermons, addresses, and other items related to the controversy in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Frequent correspondents include members of the committee and other Baptists who wished to 
present information or make concerns.  Some of these frequent correspondents included:  Paul 
Pressler, Paige Patterson, Randall Lolley, Keith Parks, Milton Ferguson, Roy Honeycutt, Russell 
Dilday, David Lucas, Lloyd Elder and James Sullivan. T he collection includes documents related 
to issues of concern in the Southern Baptist Convention controversy from individuals involved in 
the division.  Also included are reports and responses from the agencies of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.  
 
Arrangement 
The collection is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title. T he correspondence follows the 
order maintained by Fuller, which is chronological.  
 
Provenance 
Donated by the Charles G. Fuller, 2006. 
 
Preferred Citation 
Charles G. Fuller Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, 
Tennessee 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Fuller, Charles G., 1931- 
Pressler, Paul, 1930 – 
Sherman, Cecil E., 1927 – 
Hull, William E., 1930-2013 
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Vines, Jerry, 1937 – 
Cuttino, Bob 
Moore, Winfred, 1920 – 
Rogers, Adrian, 1931-2005 
Vestal, Daniel, 1944- 
Pickering, Charles 
Patterson, L. Paige, 1942- 
Parks, R. Keith (Robert Keith) 
Lucas, David 
Elder, Lloyd, 1933- 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board 
Southern Baptist Convention – History – 20th century 
Church controversies 
 
Related Materials 
Albert McClellan Collection, AR 610. Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives. 
Charles Martin Jacumin. A theological and historical analysis of the Southern Baptist Convention  
       Peace Committee, 1985 – 1987.  2008.  
Paul Pressler Papers. Microfiche 145. Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives.  
Southern Baptist Convention controversy oral history collection. R553vt. Southern Baptist  
       Historical Library and Archives.  
Southern Baptist Convention Peace Committee Records, AR 693, Southern Baptist Historical  
       Library and Archives 
William Randall Wayde. Role of the Peace Committee in the Southern Baptist Convention  
       Inerrancy Controversy.  2001.  
 
Container List 
Box 1 
1.1 Agendas, 1986 
1.2 Baptist Laity Journal, Texas edition, March 1987 
1.3 Baptist Press stories, 1986-1988 
1.4 Brotherhood Commission – Report to the Peace Committee 
1.5 Christian Life Commission – Report to the Peace Committee, 1988 
1.6 Clippings, 1985 
1.7 Clippings, 1986 
1.8 Clippings, 1987 
1.9 Commission on the American Baptist Seminary – Response to the Peace Committee,1988 
1.10 Computer Elections System – Executive Committee report 
1.11 Congress on the Bible II, September, 1987 
1.12 Controversy in the Southern Baptist Convention, Theological Educator, 1985 
1.13 Correspondence, June, 1985 
1.14 Correspondence, July, 1985 
1.15 Correspondence, August, 1985 
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1.16 Correspondence, September, 1985 
1.17 Correspondence, October, 1985 
1.18 Correspondence, November, 1985 
 
Box 2 
2.1 Correspondence, December, 1985 
2.2 Correspondence, January, 1986 
2.3 Correspondence, February, 1986 
2.4 Correspondence, March 1986 
2.5 Correspondence, April, 1986 
2.6 Correspondence, May, 1986 
2.7 Correspondence, June, 1986 
2.8 Correspondence, July, 1986 
2.9 Correspondence, August, 1986 
2.10 Correspondence, September, 1986 
2.11 Correspondence, October, 1986 
2.12 Correspondence, November, 1986 
2.13 Correspondence, December, 1986 
 
Box 3 
3.1 Correspondence, February, 1987 
3.2 Correspondence, March, 1987 
3.3 Correspondence, April, 1987 
3.4 Correspondence, May-June, 1987 
3.5 Correspondence, July, 1987 
3.6 Correspondence, August, 1987 
3.7 Correspondence, September, 1987 
3.8 Correspondence, October, 1987 
3.9 Correspondence, November, 1987 
3.10 Correspondence, December, 1987 
3.11 Correspondence, January, 1988 
3.12 Correspondence, February, 1988 
3.13 Correspondence, March, 1988 
3.14 Correspondence, April, 1988 
3.15 Correspondence, May, 1988 
3.16 Correspondence, June, 1988 
3.17 Correspondence, July, 1988 
3.18 Correspondence, 1991 
3.19  Correspondence – Summary, items #1-139 
 
Box 4 
4.1 Crowder Lawsuit, 1985 
4.2 Dockery, David – “Theological diversity and the parameters of Tolerance: An agenda” 
4.3 Document Index 
4.4 Documents of Concern 
4.5 Education Commission – Response to Peace Committee, 1988 
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4.6 Elder, Lloyd –“What must happen before peace came come to the SBC?”, Oct. 1986 
4.7 Fuller, Charles – “From the Peace Committee Chairman”, 1986 
4.8 Fuller, Charles – “Know your opposition” – Sermon 
4.9 Fuller, Charles – “Reflections of a Chairman”, July 1987 
4.10 Fuller, Charles – Statement to Baptist Press, May, 1988 
4.11 Fuller, Charles – SBC Convention Sermon –“Too much to Lose”, 1985 
4.12 Glorieta Statement, 1986 
4.13 Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, 1986-1988 
4.14 Goodhue, Mary –“A funny thing happened on the way to the Southern Baptist Convention  
 on its way to integrity”, 1985 
4.15 Gregory, Joel – “Castle and the wall” – SBC Convention Sermon, 1988 
4.16 Historical Commission, 1986-1988 
4.17 Hobbs, Herschel H. – “Southern Baptist Convention: The inerrancy controversy”, Oct. 1988 
4.18 Hobbs, Herschel H. – “Whither Southern Baptists?”, 1988 
4.19 Home Mission Board, 1987-1988 
4.20 Honeycutt, Roy L. – “Biblical authority: A treasured heritage”, August, 1986 
4.21 Hull, William E. – “Southern Baptists at the crossroads”, August, 1986 
4.22 James, Rob ‘ “Takeover group is militant minority”, April 1986 
4.23 Lolley, Randall – Interview on Glorieta statement, 1986 
4.24 Lucus, David – Documents and correspondence critical of seminary professors and other  
 denominational leaders, 1984  
4.25 Members of committee, 1985-1987 
4.26 Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1986-1988 
4.27 Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary – Temp Sparkman, October, 1987 
 
Box 5 
5.1 Minutes, 1985 
5.2 Minutes, 1986 
5.3 Minutes, 1987 
5.4 Minutes, 1988 
5.5 Minutes – Political activities sub-committee, April, 1986 
5.6 Mowrey, Bob – “The Current controversy among Southern Baptists – Power politics or  
 Theological division?” 
5.7 New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 1986-1988 
5.8 Political Activities Sub-Committee 
5.9  Prayer Retreat, October, 1986 
5.10 Press Releases – Peace Committee, 1985-1988 
5.11 Pressler, Paul – Commentary on heresies, 1985 
5.12 Pressler, Paul – “Firestorm Chats” – Transcript, 1987 
5.13 Radio and Television Commission, 1988 
5.14 Recommendations and Suggestions 
5.15 Registration Secretary Lee Porter report to Peace Committee, May, 1986 
5.16 Report of Peace Committee sub-committee to consider selective support, April, 1986 
5.17 Report of Peace Committee to Southern Baptist Convention, 1987 
5.18 Report to the Southern Baptist Convention – First draft, May, 1988 
5.19 Reports to Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, 1985-1987 
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5.20 Reports to Southern Baptist Convention, 1986 
5.21 Response of Peace Committee to Implementation, June 1988 
5.22 Sample letters from Fuller 
5.23 SBC Today, January, 1987   
5.24 Sherman, Cecil – “Why I resigned from the Peace Committee”, October, 1986 
 
Box 6 
6.1 Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1986-1987 
6.2 Southern Baptist Convention – Action to from Peace Committee, 1985 
6.3 Southern Baptist Journal, 1985 
6.4 Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1984-1988 
6.5 Southern Baptist Theological Seminary – Report from Trustees to Peace Committee,  
 April, 1988 
6.6 Southern Baptist Theological Seminary – Report of the Seminary Ad Hoc Committee on 
 denominational concerns, April, 1986 
6.7 Southern Baptist Theological Seminary – Statements and evidence from John R. Michael, 
 1986 
6.8 Sparkman, Temp – Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
6.9  Stewardship Commission, 1988 
6.10 State Convention Presidents, 1986 
6.11 Statements – Fuller 
6.12 Study of the attitudes and opinions of members of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1986 
6.13 Sunday School Board, 1985-1988 
6.14 Sunday School Board – History and Purpose, 1985 
6.15 Survey – NFO, 1986 
6.16 Survey of Committee members, 1986 
6.17 Survey of Southern Baptists, 1986 
6.18 Virginia Baptist Cooperative Program Budget, 1989 
6.19 Welch, Bobby – “Our present theological dilemma”, 1986 


