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Church Music Department, BSSB Collection 
AR 795-563 

 
 
Summary 
Main entry:  Church Music Department, BSSB Collection 
 
Dates:  1946 – 1982 
 
Abstract:  Collection of materials related to church music and departmental programs published 
by the Church Music Department of the Baptist Sunday School Board. This collection consists of 
several pamphlets, programs, and photographs published by or related to the department and its 
activities.   
 
Size:  3 linear ft. (6 document boxes) 
 
Collection #:  AR 795-563 
 
Historical Sketch 
The Church Music Department of the Baptist Sunday School Board was established in 1941 with 
B.B. McKinney serving as its first secretary. After World War II and under the guidance of 
McKinney and Walter Hines Sims, the department began to publish music training materials for 
Southern Baptist churches and associations, including the Graded Choir program. Work began 
on the Baptist Hymnal in 1952, culminating in its first publication in 1956. The department also 
began holding Convention-Wide Music Conferences (eventually referred to as Church Music 
Leadership Conferences) in both Ridgecrest, NC, and Glorieta, NM.   
 
Scope and Content Note   
The Church Music Department, BSSB Collection includes 3 linear ft. of material in 6 document 
boxes. Materials span from 1946 to 1982 and offer several snapshots of the work of the 
department, particularly highlighting departmental publications. The collection includes 
pamphlets, photographs, convention programs, promotional material, and catalogs. Materials on 
each level of the Graded Choir program as well as organizational materials for church and 
associational music programs offer insight into the rich musical heritage of the department.  
Also, a file of materials related to Clifford A. Holcomb is of particular interest.  
 
Arrangement 
The folders are arranged in alphabetical order. The contents of each folder are arranged 
chronologically whenever possible. 
 
Provenance 
Donated by Dargan Library, LifeWay Christian Resources, 2014. 
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Preferred Citation 
Church Music Department, BSSB Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, 
Nashville, Tennessee 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. 
Southern Baptist Convention. Sunday School Board. Church Music Department. 
Church music. 
Baptists—church music. 
Holcomb, Clifford A. 
 
Related Material 
Baylus Benjamin McKinney Collection, 1921-1967, AR 795-310 
Southern Baptist Church Music Conference Collection, 1956-1951, AR 458 
Church Music Publishers Association Minutes, 1925-1972, AR 795-634  
 
Container Listing 
 
Box 1 
1.1 Artwork for Publications, ca. 1973  
1.2 Associational Music Ministry Bulletin (Church Music Bulletin), 1962-1965 
1.3 Baptist Hymnal Committee Meeting, 1973 
1.4  Baptist Hymnal Promotional Materials, 1956 
1.5 Catalogs – Broadman Music Catalog and Broadman Anthems 
1.6 Catalogs – The Church Study Course, 1959, 1963, and 1965 
1.7 Catalogs – Keynote: Church Music Catalog, 1953-1959 
1.8 Church Music Department Staff Minutes, Oct. 1966-Aug. 1970 
1.9 “A Church Music Ministry: Suggestions for Enlistment-Promotion-Training-Activities”  

by Dr. Loren R Williams, 1958  
1.10 Church Music Ministry Calendar of Activities, 1960-1966 
1.11 The Church Musician 37:10, July 1986 
1.12 Church Musician Today 3:5, January 2000 
1.13 Certificates – Music Program 
1.14 Clifford A. Holcomb Materials 
 
Box 2 
2.1 Conference of Southern Baptist Musicians Materials, 1964 
2.2 Curriculum, 1967 
2.3 Festivals – Church Music, 1957, 1974 
2.4 Graded Choir Program – Beginner Choir, 1963 & 1966  
2.5 Graded Choir Program – Primary Choir, 1957, 1960, 1961, 1963, 1965, and 1966  
2.6 Graded Choir Program – Junior Choir, 1957, 1961, 1963, and 1966 
2.7 Graded Choir Program – Intermediate Choir, 1959, 1960, 1965, and 1966 
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2.8 Graded Choir Program – Young People’s Choir, 1966 
2.9 Graded Choir Program – Church Choir, 1957, 1958, 1964 
2.10 Graded Choir Program – Adult Choir, 1966 
2.11 History – Church Music Department, ca. 1970, 1974 
2.12 Hymn Histories 
2.13 Hymn of the Month, 1954-1960 
2.14 Hymn Writing Competition, 1960-1964 
2.15 Minister of Music/Education – Survey Results, 1972 
2.16 Miscellaneous Material on Church Music Program 
2.17 Music for Children Materials, ca. 1959 
2.18 Music Notebook 
2.19 Notes on Publishing the Church Musician, ca. 1950 
 
Box 3 
3.1 Pamphlets – “An Adequate Church Music Program” 
3.2 Pamphlets – “An Advanced Standard of Excellence for a Baptist Church Music  

Department” 
3.3  Pamphlets – “An Advanced Standard of Excellence for a Baptist Church Music  

Ministry,” 1958, 1959, and 1962 
3.4 Pamphlets – “The Associational Hymn Sing,” 1956, others 
3.5 Pamphlets – “Associational Hymn Sing, Music Conference, Carol Sing,” 1958 
3.6 Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Director,” ca. 1958 
3.7 Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Ministry: Discovering Church Music Needs” 
3.8  Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Ministry: Evaluating the Program,” 1966 
3.9 Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Ministry: Guidelines to Effective Work,” 1966 
3.10 Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Ministry: Perpetual Program Planning” 
3.11 Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Organization,” 1959 
3.12 Pamphlets – “The Associational Music Program: the Organizational Structure,” 1971 
3.13 Pamphlets – “Baptist Jubilee Advance 1814-1964: Teaching and Training Unto a Full- 

Grown Christian,” 1960 
3.14 Pamphlets – “Building for Church Music,” 1959 
3.15 Pamphlets – “Choir Mothers and Sponsors for Graded Choirs” 
3.16 Pamphlets – “Chorister and Pianist of the Sunday School and Training Union” 
3.17 Pamphlets – “The Church Choir,” 1958 
3.18 Pamphlets – “The Church Music Council,” 1962 and 1965 
3.19 Pamphlets – “Church Music Education in the Association,” 1957 
3.20 Pamphlets – “Church Music Ministry Growth Projects,” 1967 
3.21 Pamphlets – “Church Music Month (September)” 
3.22 Pamphlets – “The Church Music Program Achievement Guide,” 1968 
3.23 Pamphlets – “The Church Music Record System,” 1957-1960, 1965, and others 
3.24 Pamphlets – “The Church Music Training Course,” 1954-1958 and others 
3.25 Pamphlets – “A Day of Singing and Praise (Sing! Baptists, Sing!),” 1965 
3.26 Pamphlets – “The Department Song Leader and Pianist.” 1955-1957, 1959, 1962, 1965,  

and others 
3.27 Pamphlets – “Developing the Church Music Program” 
3.28 Pamphlets – “The Director of Congregational Activities,” 1958 
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3.29 Pamphlets – “The Director of Graded Choir Activities for an Associational Music 
Organization,” 1958 

3.30 Pamphlets – “The Director of Instrumental Activities for an Associational Music 
Organization,” 1958 

3.31 Pamphlets – “The Director of Publicity and Promotion for an Associational Music 
Organization,” 1958 and 1964 

3.32 Pamphlets – “The Director of Training for an Associational Music Organization,” 1958 
3.33 Pamphlets – “8 Hymn and Carol Sing Programs for an Association (also….how to…plan. 

conduct. evaluate. a hymn sing),” 1962 
3.34 Pamphlets – “Expanding the Church Music Ministry,” 1958-1959 
3.35 Pamphlets – “Expanding the Church Music Program,” 1955 and others 
3.36 Pamphlets – “Glorious is Thy Name: A Celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Music 

Ministries Department 1941-2001,” 2001 
3.37 Pamphlets – “God, Give Us Christian Homes!: a Planned Service for Christian Home 

Week” 
3.38 Pamphlets – “Gospel Music in Revivals” 
3.39 Pamphlets – “The Graded Choir Program” 
3.40 Pamphlets – “Graded Choirs,” 1963 
3.41 Pamphlets – “Helps for the Pianist’s Continued Advancement,” 1959, 1960, 1962, and 

1965 
3.42 Pamphlets – “How to Begin a Music Ministry,” 1966 
3.43 Pamphlets – “How to Begin and Instrumental Ensemble,”1966 
3.44 Pamphlets – “How to Conduct a Congregational Hymn Rehearsal,” 1967 
3.45 Pamphlets – “I-MAP: Individual Music Advancement Program,” 1963-1964 
3.46 Pamphlets – “The Instrumental Ensemble,” 1964 (includes mock-up) 
3.47 Pamphlets – “Music and the 30,000 new Churches and Missions,” 1958 and 1960 
3.48 Pamphlets – “Music Education in the Association (Broadman Films)” 
3.49 Pamphlets – “Music Education in the Local Church,” 1956 and others 
3.50 Pamphlets – “Music Expansion Week,” 1961, 1965, and others 
3.51 Pamphlets – “Music in Evangelism,” 1955, 1958-1959 
3.52 Pamphlets – “Music in the Home,” 1958-1959, 1962, and 1964 
3.53 Pamphlets – “Music in the Smaller Church,” 1961 and 1963 
3.54 Pamphlets – “Music in Worship,” 1958-1959, 1962, and 1965 
3.55 Pamphlets – “Music in Your Revival,” 1959, 1961, and 1965 
 
Box 4 
4.1 Pamphlets – “The Music Ministry in a Church,” 1957-1959, 1962, and 1965 
4.2 Pamphlets – “Music Training in the Association,” 1958 
4.3 Pamphlets – “Music Training in the Church,” 1958-1959, 1962, and 1965 
4.4 Pamphlets – “Organize Your Course of Study for Better Church Music,” 1959 and 1964 
4.5 Pamphlets – “The Pastor-Adviser for an Associational Music Organization,” 1958 
4.6 Pamphlets – “Planning and Operating a School of Church Music” 
4.7 Pamphlets – “Providing Adequate Building Facilities for a Church Music Education 

Program,” 1952 
4.8 Pamphlets – “Recommended Music Education Program for the Association” 
4.9 Pamphlets – “Recommended Music Education Program for the Local Church” 
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4.10 Pamphlets – “Recommended Music Education Program for the State” 
4.11 Pamphlets – “Selecting an Organ for Your Church,” 1964 and others 
4.12 Pamphlets – “Selecting and Enlisting Associational Officers” 
4.13 Pamphlets – “Sponsors for Graded Choirs,” 1957 
4.14 Pamphlets – “A Standard of Excellence for a Baptist Church Music Department,” ca. 

1956 
4.15 Pamphlets – “A Standard of Excellence for a Baptist Church Music Ministry,”1957-1960 
4.16 Pamphlets – “A Standard of Excellence for an Associational Music Department” 
4.17 Pamphlets – “A Standard of Excellence for an Associational Music Organization,” ca. 

1956-1957 
4.18 Pamphlets – “Suggested Organization for the Church Choir,” 1959 
4.19 Pamphlets – “The Superintendent of Missions, the Associational Moderator for an 

Associational Music Organization,”1958  
4.20 Pamphlets – “Thirteen Song Sermons,”1956-1959, 1965, and others 
4.21 Pamphlets – “12 Devotional Programs Based on the Hymn of the Month,” 1960-1967 
4.22 Pamphlets – “Worship: Its Act and Meaning” 
4.23 Photographs – Church Music Department Employees A-E 
4.24 Photographs – Church Music Department Employees F-H 
4.25 Photographs – Church Music Department Employees J-L 
4.26 Photographs – Church Music Department Employees M-R 
4.27 Photographs – Church Music Department Employees S-Y 
4.28 Photographs – College and Seminary Faculty 
4.29 Photographs – Hymnal Committee 
 
Box 5 
5.1 Photographs – LifeWay Music Employees 
5.2 Photographs – Reynolds, William 
5.3 Photographs – State Music Leaders 
5.4 Posters – Misc. 
5.5 Programs – SBC Handbell Festival, June 10-12, 1983 
5.6 Programs and Materials – Convention-Wide Church Music Conference – Glorieta, NM,  

1953-1956  
5.7 Programs and Materials – Church Music Leadership Conference – Glorieta, NM, 1957- 

1964 
5.8 Programs and Materials – Church Music Leadership Conference – Glorieta, NM, 1965- 

1982 (not complete) 
5.9 Programs and Materials – Convention-Wide Church Music Conference – Ridegcrest, NC,  

1951 
5.10 Programs and Materials – Church Music Leadership Conference – Ridgecrest, NC, 1957- 

1963  
 
Box 6 
6.1 Programs and Materials – Church Music Leadership Conference – Ridgecrest, NC, 1964-  

1982 (not complete) 
6.2 Programs and Materials – National Conference of Southern Baptist Men – Oklahoma  

City, OK, 1957 
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6.3 Programs and Materials – Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, 1946 
6.4 Programs and Materials – Southern Baptist Church Music Conference – Kansas City,  

MO, 1963   
6.5 Programs and Materials – Southern Baptist Church Music Conference – Denver, CO,  

1970 
6.6 Promotional Material – Misc. 
6.7 Revival Music Papers 
6.8 Seminars, ca. 1965, 1974, and 1981 
6.9 Sims, Hines W., “The Future of Our Work,” 1957 
6.10 Style Sheets, 1946-1947, 1949, 1952, and others 
6.11 Suggestions for Discussions at Fall Planning Meetings, 1956 
6.12 Survey of Church Music, 1952 
6.13 Tennessee Baptist History 10:1 “Tennessee Baptists and Music,” Fall 2008   
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