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Summary 
Main Entry:  Southern Baptist Convention. Home Mission Board. Caribbean Missions 
Collection. 
 
Date Span:  1965-2004 
 
Abstract:  Materials document the work of the Home Mission Board (HMB) in the Caribbean 
Islands in the years 1965 to 2004.  Most materials in the collection relate to Southern Baptist 
mission work in the Caribbean Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico.  The collection 
includes correspondence, subject files, reports, budgets, and financial records.    
 
Size:  4.5 linear ft. (9 document boxes) 
 
Collection #:  AR 631-29 
 
Historical Sketch 
The Southern Baptist Convention's work in the Caribbean, other than Cuba, began with mission 
efforts in Puerto Rico in 1964. Consultation was conducted with American Baptists who had 
been working in Puerto Rico since the early 20th century. By 1970 there were four English-
speaking churches and five Spanish-speaking churches, and about 20 mission stations. 
 
 
Scope and Content Note 
The Home Mission Board Caribbean Missions Collection consists of materials that document the 
mission activities of the Southern Baptists in the Caribbean islands from 1965-2004.  Most of the 
materials in the collection cover the period from the 1970s to the 1990s.  Most materials in the 
collection relate to Southern Baptist mission work in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico.  
The collection includes correspondence, subject files, reports, budgets, and financial records.   
The collection also includes minutes of advisory boards and Baptist associations.  A few files are 
in Spanish. 
 
Arrangement 
The collection is arranged in alphabetical order by folder title. 
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Provenance 
Transferred from the North American Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention, 2014. 
 
Preferred Citation 
Southern Baptist Convention.  Home Mission Board.  Caribbean Missions Collection, Southern 
Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Baptists – Caribbean Area – History  
Baptists – Missions 
Caribbean Area – Religion  
Southern Baptist Convention.  Home Mission Board – History  
Southern Baptist Convention – History – 20th century 
Southern Baptist Convention – Missions – Caribbean Area   
 
Related Materials 
Southern Baptist Convention. Home Mission Board Series Records.  SBHLA # AR 631 series. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1  
1.1 1992 Priority Meeting with Missions Ministries – Budgets, 1985-1990 
1.2 American Baptists (Puerto Rico), 1965-1970 
1.3 Calendar of Activities – Caribbean, 1994 
1.4 Caribbean – Jim and Pat Wright, 1993 
1.5 Caribbean Correspondence – A, 1990 – 1991 
1.6 Caribbean Correspondence – B, 1972 – 1997 
1.7 Caribbean Correspondence – C, 1972 – 1996 
1.8 Caribbean Correspondence – D, 1989 – 1993  
1.9 Caribbean Correspondence – E, 1997 
1.10 Caribbean Correspondence – F, 1995 – 1997 
1.11 Caribbean Correspondence – Garrett, Chan, 1991 – 1996 
1.12 Caribbean Correspondence – H, 1994 – 1997 
 
Box 2 
2.1 Caribbean Correspondence – J, 1972 – 1991 
2.2 Caribbean Correspondence – K, 1990 – 1995 
2.3 Caribbean Correspondence – L, 1991 – 1995 
2.4 Caribbean Correspondence – Lewis, Larry, 1990 – 1994 
2.5 Caribbean Correspondence – M, 1971 – 1995 
2.6 Caribbean Correspondence – O, 1995 
2.7 Caribbean Correspondence – P, 1990 – 1993  
2.8 Caribbean Correspondence – Palmer, Gerald, 1971 
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2.9 Caribbean Correspondence – Palmer, Gerald, 1972 
2.10 Caribbean Correspondence – Palmer, Gerald, 1973 
2.11 Caribbean Correspondence – Palmer, Gerald, 1974 
 
 
Box 3 
3.1 Caribbean Correspondence – R, 1994 – 1996 
3.2 Caribbean Correspondence – S, 1986 
3.3 Caribbean Correspondence – Sullivan, John, 1990 – -1996 
3.4 Caribbean Correspondence – W, 1991 – 1995 
3.5 Caribbean Office Finance Folder, 1990 – 1993 
3.6 Church Bulletin – Isla Verda Baptist Church-San Juan, Puerto Rico, March 5, 1989 
3.7 Church Extension – Puerto Rico, 1979 – -1988 
3.8 Church Loans – Grace Baptist Church (St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands), 1981 – 1984 
3.9 Church Pastoral Assistance – Walwyn Time Line, 1977 – 1983 
3.10 Church Planter Apprentices, 1988 – 1990 
3.11 Congregational Assistance Funds for Caribbean, 1993 
3.12 Cooperative General Budget Conference (Puerto Rico), Minutes, 1990 
3.13 Cost of Living (Puerto Rico), 1974 
3.14 Cost of Student Summer Missions, 1989 
3.15 Deed – Estate of Monserrate Garcia (St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands), 1983 
3.16 Deposition Notice – Lorina Walker Estate (St. Croix, Virgin Islands), 1987 – 1990 
3.17 Disaster Relief Funds, 1989 
3.18 Ed Richardson, 1989 – 1990 
3.19 Empowering Kingdom Growth (Spanish Manual), 2004 
3.20 Exhibits for Reports on the Findings from the St. Croix Audit, 1983 
 
Box 4 
4.1 Financial Statements, 1994 
4.2 Florida/Cooperative Program Issue, 1994 – 1995 
4.3 Funds Sent to Puerto Rico in addition to BBS Cooperative Budget, 1988 
4.4 Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, 1985 – 1987 
4.5 Grace Baptist Church – St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, 1983 
4.6 Guidelines for Budget Fellowship in the Caribbean (Spanish), 1993 
4.7 Hernandez, Joe – “Puerto Rico Tasks and Achievements.” Sept. 25, 1990 
4.8 History of and Future Plans for Work in Puerto Rico, 1965 – 1989 
4.9 History of Baptist in the Virgin Islands, 1968 – 1969 
4.10 Home Mission Board Guidelines and Procedures for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin  
  Islands, 1985 
4.11 HMB Administrative Committee 
4.12 HMB Caribbean Office – Advisory Committee Meeting, January 13, 1992 
4.13 HMB Caribbean Office – Advisory Committee Meeting, April 20, 1992 
4.14 HMB Caribbean Office – Advisory Committee Meeting, July 20, 1992 
4.15 HMB Caribbean Office – Advisory Committee Meeting, April 27, 1993 
4.16 HMB Caribbean Office – Advisory Committee Meeting, July 21, 1993 
4.17 HMB Caribbean Office – Advisory Committee Meeting – Minutes (Spanish), January 17,  



5 
 

  1994 
4.18 HMB Caribbean Office – Budget, 1992 
4.19 HMB Caribbean Office – Commissioning Service, August, 1992 
4.20 HMB Caribbean Office – Executive Director Position Description, 1993 
4.21 HMB Caribbean Office – Quarterly Report, October – December, 1991 
4.22 HMB Caribbean Office – Quarterly Report, January – March, 1993 
4.23 HMB Caribbean Office – Staff List, 1992 
4.24 HMB Caribbean Office – Priorities, 1995 
4.25 HMB Caribbean Office – Volunteer/Brotherhood Coordinator, 1992-1993 
4.26 HMB Guidelines for State Baptist Fellowships, 1993 
4.27 HMB/FMB Relationship, 1978-1987 
4.28 Hunger Funds, 1989 
 
Box 5 
5.1 Interviews with Pastors, 1993 
5.2 Irwin, Leonard G. – “A Brief Study for Southern Baptists in Puerto Rico,” 1968 
5.3 Loans – Richardson, Ed, 1989-1991 
5.4 Meeting – Ridgecrest – Atkin-Chancy, August 25, 1989 
5.5 Mission Property – St. Croix, Virgin Islands, 1977 
5.6 Panama Transfer, 1973-1979 
5.7 Palmer’s Gift, 1989 
5.8 Palmer, Gerald B. – “A Brief Descriptive Study of Puerto Rico,” 1974 
5.9 Paper – “Home Mission Board Caribbean Office Staff,” 1993 
5.10 Paper – “My Analysis of the Caribbean Situation” 
5.11 Paper – “Puerto Rico Baptist Association” 
5.12 Policies, 1969-1974 
5.13 Positions Descriptions for all Secretaries, 1989 
5.14 Puerto Rico, 1985 
5.15 Puerto Rico, 1988 
5.16 Puerto Rico, 1990 
5.17 Puerto Rico, 1992 
5.18 Puerto Rico – Associational Summary Reports, 1991-1993 
 
 
Box 6  
6.1 Puerto Rico – Audit, 1988 – 1989, (includes Interview with Ed Richardson) 
6.2 Puerto Rico – Audit, 1989 
6.3 Puerto Rico – Audit, 1990 
6.4 Puerto Rico – Audit, 1991 
6.5 Puerto Rico – Balance Sheets, 1990 
6.6 Puerto Rico – Balance Sheets, 1992 
6.7 Puerto Rico – Budget, 1993 
6.8 Puerto Rico – Conferences, 1976 
6.9 Puerto Rico – Richardson, Ed, 1984-1990 
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Box 7 
7.1 Puerto Rico – General, 1981-1991 
7.2 Puerto Rico – General, 1993 
7.3 Puerto Rico – Guidelines for State Baptist Fellowship, 1993 
7.4 Puerto Rico – Meeting (Banks, Bob), 1989 
7.5 Puerto Rico  – Meeting (Buckner, Wally), 1989 
7.6 Puerto Rico  – Meeting (Hernandez, Joe), 1989 
7.7 Puerto Rico  – Meeting with Garrett and Associational Leaders, November 12, 1990 
7.8 Puerto Rico – Missionary Compensation Benefits, 1989 
7.9 Puerto Rico – Priorities and Principles, 1968 
7.10 Puerto Rico – Property – General, 1982-1992 
7.11 Puerto Rico – Property – Report and Recommendation, November 26,1990 
7.12 Puerto Rico – Proposed Budget, 1991-1993 
7.13 Puerto Rico – Report (Joe Hernandez), 1989 
7.14 Puerto Rico – Statistical Summary, 1991 – 1992 
7.15 Puerto Rico – Task Force Meeting – Minutes, October 10, 1990 
7.16 Puerto Rico – Task Force Meeting-Minutes, December 12, 1990 
7.17 Puerto Rico – Update, 1989 – 1991 
7.18 Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands – Advisory Committee Meeting, July, 13. 1993  
7.19 Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands – Advisory Committee Meeting, October 18, 1993 
7.20 Puerto Rico Baptist Association, 1977 
7.21 Puerto Rico Baptist Association, 1981 – 1983 
 
Box 8  
8.1 Puerto Rico Baptist Association, 1984 – 1985 
8.2 Puerto Rico Baptist Association, 1986 – 1989 
8.3 Q&A Session with Bill Major, October 4, 1989 
8.4 Recommendation Concerning HMB Seminary for Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands, 1991 
8.5 Recap of Seminary Property, 1979 – 1987 
8.6 Review of Funding/Strategy, 1978 – 1980 
8.7 Richardson, Ed (Area Director, Virgin Islands), 1983 – 1987 
8.8 Rio Piedras (Puerto Rico), 1979 – 1989 
8.9 Rio Piedras (Puerto Rico), 1980 – 1984 
8.10 Rio Piedras (Puerto Rico), 1983 – 1985 
8.11 Rio Piedras (Puerto Rico), Religious Education, 1978 – 1988 
8.12 Romo, Oscar, Puerto Rico – 1983-1992 
8.13 Sample Letters, 1989 
8.14. Santurce, PR, 1988 
 
Box 9 
9.1 Selection Process for Area Directors, HMB Puerto Rico/U.S. Virgin Islands Office, 1990 
9.2 Seminary Property, 1984 – 1985 
9.3 Sink or Swim? The Church Ministries of the Puerto Rico Baptist Association  
9.4 South Carolina Baptist Convention and Baptist Fellowship of Puerto Rico Partnership  
  Agreement, 1982 
9.5 St. Croix, 1989 
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9.6 St. Croix, 1989 – 1990 
9.7 St. Thomas, 1989-1990 
9.8 St. Thomas (U.S. Virgin Islands), 1987 – 1990 
9.9 Study Committee, 1993 
9.10 Study on New Church Ministries Division (Puerto Rico Baptist Association) 
9.11 Sunday School Board Payment and PRBA, 1989 – 1990 
9.12 Studies – Deaf Ministries (Puerto Rico), 1987 – 1992 
9.13 U.S. Virgin Islands, 1981 – 1990 
9.14 Visit Review-Caribbean Office, 1993 
9.15 Wally Budener Summary, 1984 – 1989 
9.16 Walwyn, Spencer (Mr. and Mrs.) – Missionary Appointment, 1979 – 1982 
9.17 Walwyn, Spencer – Reports on Muslim Work, 1979 – 1989 
9.18 Wright, James A., Jr. – Guaynabo, Puerto Rico, 1993 – 1994 
 


