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Summary 
Main Entry:  Southern Baptist Minister’s Wives Conference Collection 
 
Date Span:  1949- 
 
Abstract:  The Conference of Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives started in 1955 as an 
organization to provide support and fellowship among ministers’ wives at the annual SBC 
meeting.  Scrapbooks organized by each year’s President form the majority of the collection and 
include correspondence, clippings, programs, minutes, and photographs. 
 
Size:  11 linear ft. (5 document boxes, 7 record center boxes) 
 
Collection #:  AR 369 
 
Historical Sketch  
The Conference of Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives started in 1955 as an organization to 
provide support and fellowship among ministers’ wives at the annual SBC meeting.  For their 
first meeting, the Conference held a tea during the Convention’s annual meeting.  Following the 
initial meeting, the Conference began to hold annual luncheons with a theme and a speaker who 
addressed the wives based on the theme.  In 1958, the Conference gave its first Distinguished 
Service Award, now called the Mrs. J. M. Dawson Award.  During the early 1990s, the officers 
began to organize an Endowment Fund for the Conference to offset the costs of the luncheon and 
allow for a larger attendance.     
 
As the organization developed, it became an auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Pastors’ Conference.  The officers, the CSBMW’s Executive Committee, and other Committees, 
such as Local Planning and Publicity, plan the annual luncheon that serves as the yearly meeting 
of the Conference.  Additionally, the CSBMW’s Executive Committee holds an annual planning 
meeting at the Woman’s Missionary Union headquarters.  Attendance for the luncheon in the 
1990s was 800 – 1000, and now about 2,000 wives attend.              
 
Scope and Content Note  
The Conference of Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives Collection contains 11 linear feet of 
material in five document boxes and seven record boxes.  Scrapbooks organized by each year’s 
President form the majority of the collection and include correspondence, budgets, clippings, 
programs, minutes, membership lists, donors, officers, and some photographs.  The scrapbooks 
were developed to include larger amounts of material as the attendance for the luncheons 
increased in the 1990s and 2000s.  Minutes for 1960 – 1971 are also found on MF 4234.   
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The document boxes hold similar materials arranged in folders.  Also included in the collection 
are place-cards and name badges that reflect each year’s theme.  The collection contains material 
from the officers and CSBMW’s Executive Committee concerning the planning of the annual 
luncheon.  Some years include a USB drive with a variety of documents and lists related to the 
annual meeting of the conference. Additions to the collection are expected.  
 
Arrangement 
Chronological, with folders arranged chronologically, then alphabetically.                    
 
Provenance 
Scrapbooks donated by CSBMW Past Presidents, 2005, 2010-2023 
 
Preferred Citation 
Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives Conference Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library 
and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives Conference, History 
Baptist women 
Conference of Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives 
Spouses of clergy 
Southern Baptist Convention, History, 20th century 
 
Related Materials 
Hawkins, Susie.  From One Ministry Wife to Another:  Honest Conversations about Ministry  
 Connections.  Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2009.  SBHLA # Pam 6029. 
Patterson, Dorothy Kelley.  A Handbook for Ministers’ Wives:  Sharing the Blessing of Your  
 Marriage, Family, and Home.  Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, c2002.  SBHLA #  
 BV4395 .P37.   
Minutes, Conference of Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives, 1960-1971. Southern Baptist  
 Historical Library and Archives, MF4234 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1  
1.1     1949 – Correspondence 
1.2     1956 – 1966 – Historical Tables  
1.3     1956 – Material – Georgia  
1.4     1956 – 1989 – Officers’ List  
1.5     1956 – Program  
1.6     1957 – Program  
1.7     1958 – Program – Award Telegram  
1.8     1959 – Certificate – Distinguished Service Award  
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1.9     1959 – Clippings  
1.10   1959 – Constitution and Bylaws  
1.11   1959 – Constitution and Bylaws – Georgia  
1.12   1959 – Correspondence – A  
1.13   1959 – Correspondence – B  
1.14   1959 – Correspondence – C  
1.15   1959 – Correspondence – D  
1.16   1959 – Correspondence – E  
1.17   1959 – Correspondence – F  
1.18   1959 – Correspondence – G  
1.19   1959 – Correspondence – H  
1.20   1959 – Correspondence – J  
1.21   1959 – Correspondence – K  
1.22   1959 – Correspondence – L  
1.23   1959 – Correspondence – M  
1.24   1959 – Correspondence – Miscellaneous  
1.25   1959 – Correspondence – N  
1.26   1959 – Correspondence – O  
 
Box 2  
2.1     1959 – Correspondence – P  
2.2     1959 – Correspondence – R  
2.3     1959 – Correspondence – S  
2.4     1959 – Correspondence – T  
2.5     1959 – Correspondence – W  
2.6     1959 – Distinguished Service Award Nominees 
2.7     1959 – Minutes  
2.8     1959 – Program  
2.9     1959 – Scrapbook  
2.10   1960 – Clippings  
2.11   1960 – Correspondence  
2.12   1960 – Minutes  
2.13   1960 – Minutes Book  
2.14   1960 – Program  
2.15   1960 – Treasurer’s Report  
2.16   1961 – Clippings  
2.17   1961 – Correspondence  
2.18   1961 – Guest List  
2.19   1961 – Program  
2.20   1962 – Correspondence  
2.21   1962 – Program  
2.22   1963 – Correspondence  
2.23   1963 – Financial Records  
2.24   1963 – Program  
2.25   1964 – Correspondence  
2.26   1964 – News Sheet  
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2.27   1964 – Program  
2.28   1965 – Clippings  
2.29   1965 – Constitution  
2.30   1965 – Correspondence  
2.31   1965 – Newsletter – The Minister’s Wife  
2.32   1965 – Program  
 
Box 3  
3.1     1966 – Clippings  
3.2     1966 – Correspondence  
3.3     1966 – Photograph  
3.4     1966 – Program  
3.5     1967 – Bylaws  
3.6     1967 – Clippings  
3.7     1967 – Correspondence  
3.8     1967 – “First Ten Years”  
3.9     1967 – Program  
3.10   1968 – Clippings  
3.11   1968 – Correspondence  
3.12   1968 – Program  
3.13   1969 – 1972 – Programs  
3.14   1972 – Minutes  
3.15   1972 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.16   1973 – Minutes  
3.17   1973 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.18   1974 – Clippings  
3.19   1974 – Minutes  
3.20   1974 – Program  
3.21   1974 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.22   1975 – Minutes  
3.23   1975 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.24   1976 – Minutes  
3.25   1976 – Program  
3.26   1976 – Script – “Parsonage Faith – 1776”  
3.27   1976 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.28   1976 – “Twentieth Anniversary” – Clyde M. Maguire  
3.29   1977 – Clippings  
3.30   1977 – Correspondence  
3.31   1977 – Minutes  
3.32   1977 – Photographs  
3.33   1977 – Program  
3.34   1977 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.35   1977 – William Jewell College  
3.36   1978 – Correspondence  
3.37   1978 – Minutes  
3.38   1978 – Treasurer’s Report  
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3.39   1979 – Articles – Bolton, Joy  
3.40   1979 – Minutes  
3.41   1979 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.42   1980 – 1986 – Correspondence  
3.43   1980 – Minutes  
3.44   1980 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.45   1981 – Minutes  
3.46   1981 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.47   1982 – Correspondence  
3.48   1982 – Treasurer’s Report  
3.49   1983 – Minutes  
3.50   1983 – Program   
3.51   1983 – 1997 – Scrapbook  
 
Box 4  
4.1     1983 – Treasurer’s Report  
4.2     1984 – Minutes  
4.3     1984 – Treasurer’s Report  
4.4     1985 – Minutes  
4.5     1985 – Treasurer’s Report  
4.6     1985 – 1995 – Officer’s Responsibilities 
4.7     1985 – 1995 – Programs  
4.8     1985 – 1995 – Speaker Biographies  
4.9     1986 – Minutes – Executive Board  
4.10   1986 – Minutes  
4.11   1986 – 1991 – Scrapbook  
4.12   1986 – Treasurer’s Report  
4.13   1987 – Clippings  
4.14   1987 – Correspondence  
4.15   1987 – Minutes  
4.16   1987 – Mrs. J. M. Dawson Award  
4.17   1987 – Program  
4.18   1987 – Report  
4.19   1987 – Treasurer’s Report  
4.20   1988 – Minutes  
4.21   1988 – Treasurer’s Report  
4.22   1989 – Minutes  
4.23   1989 – 1999 – Nominating Committee  
4.24   1989 – Ticket Orders  
4.25   1989 – Treasurer’s Report  
 
Box 5  
5.1     1990 – Minutes  
5.2     1990 – Ticket Orders  
5.3     1990 – Treasurer’s Report  
5.4     1991 – Clippings  
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5.5     1991 – Correspondence  
5.6     1991 – Minutes  
5.7     1991 – Program  
5.8     1991 – Scrapbook  
5.9     1991 – Ticket Orders  
5.10   1991 – Treasurer’s Report  
5.11   1992 – Correspondence  
5.12   1992 – Minutes  
5.13   1992 – Publicity  
5.14   1992 – Ticket Orders  
5.15   1992 – Treasurer’s Report  
5.16   1993 – 1995 – Convention Center Contracts  
5.17   1993 – 1994 – Mailing Lists  
5.18   1993 – Minutes  
5.19   1993 – Treasurer’s Report  
5.20   1994 – Minutes  
5.21   1994 – Treasurer’s Report  
5.22   1995 – Endowment Fund  
5.23   1995 – Minutes  
 
Box 6  
6.1     1992 – Scrapbook  
6.2     1993 – Scrapbook  
6.3     1994 – Scrapbook  
6.4     1995 – Scrapbook  
6.5     1996 – Scrapbook  
 
Box 7  
7.1     1997 – Scrapbook  
7.2     1998 – Scrapbook  
7.3     1999 – Scrapbook  
7.4     2000 – Scrapbook  
 
Box 8  
8.1     2001 – Scrapbook (Volume 1) 
8.2     2001 – Scrapbook (Volume 2) 
8.3     2002 – Scrapbook  
8.4     2003 – Scrapbook  
 
Box 9  
9.1     2004 – Scrapbook  
9.2     2005 – Scrapbook  
9.3     2006 – Scrapbook 
 
Box 10 
10.1 2007 – Scrapbook 



 8 

10.2 2008 – Scrapbook 
10.3 2009 – Scrapbook 
10.4 2010 – Scrapbook 
 
Box 11 
11.1 Minute notebook, 1990-2005  
11.2 2011 – Scrapbook 
11.3 2014 – Scrapbook 
11.4 2015 – Scrapbook 
11.5 2016 – Scrapbook 
11.6 2016 – Notebook 
 
Box 12 
12.1 2017 – Scrapbook 
12.2 2018 – Folder and USB drive 
12.3 2019 – Scrapbook 
12.4 2019 – Folder and USB drive 
12.5 2022 – Scrapbook 
12.6 2023 – Scrapbook 
   
 


