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Mary Connally Spalding Collection 

 
AR 125 

 
 

Summary 
Main Entry:  Mary Connally Spalding Collection 
 
Date Span:  1858 – 1953 
 
Abstract:  Collection contains articles, clippings, correspondence, pamphlets, programs, 
scrapbooks, and sermons that deal primarily with Mary Spalding’s involvement with the 
Southern Baptist Historical Society and the Historical Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, as well as material from her genealogical research. 
 
Size:  4 linear ft. (8 boxes) 
 
Collection #:  AR 125 
 
Biographical Sketch 
Mary Connally Spalding served on the Board of Directors for the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society (SBHS), as the Georgia representative, from approximately 1947 –
1951. She then served on the Historical Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
from 1952 – 1953.  Mrs. Spalding worked closely with the SBHS to identify and preserve 
Baptist history.  She collected clippings, correspondence, pamphlets, programs, and 
articles about prominent Baptist leaders and events, such as the 1939 Baptist World 
Alliance meeting held in Atlanta, Georgia. In addition to her denominational research, 
Mrs. Spalding was an active genealogist.       
 
Mary Connally was born in 1877 to Mary Virginia Brown and Dr. E. L. Connally of 
Atlanta, Georgia.  Her maternal grandfather, Joseph Emerson Brown, was Georgia’s 
Governor during the Civil War, from 1857 – 1865.  June 18, 1902, she married John 
Schaffner Spalding (1875 – 1943), and the couple had five daughters.  The Spaldings 
were members of Second Baptist Church in Atlanta, which merged with Ponce de Leon 
Baptist Church to become Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church.  Her father-in-law, 
Albert Theodore (A. T.) Spalding (1831 – 1921), was a prominent Baptist minister, who 
served as pastor of churches in Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky and Texas.  While pastor of 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Dr. Spalding helped found the city’s 
Baptist orphanage.  
 
Mrs. Spalding died February 12, 1953 at her home in Atlanta, Georgia.      
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Scope and Content Note  
The Mary Connally Spalding Collection (1858 – 1953) contains four linear feet of 
material in eight document boxes. The collection deals primarily with Mrs. Spalding’s 
involvement with the Southern Baptist Historical Society (SHS) (as the Georgia 
representative on its Board of Directors), the Historical Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and with Mrs. Spalding’s genealogical research.     
 
Materials are arranged alphabetically, and then chronologically, and include articles, 
clippings, correspondence, pamphlets, programs, scrapbooks, and sermons.  Most of the 
correspondence is between Mrs. Spalding and William Owen Carver, SBHS’s President, 
and Norman W. Cox, the first Executive-Secretary of the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Historical Commission.  The articles and sermons are from various ministers, including 
Roland Q. Leavell, E. Y. Mullins, Louie D. Newton, and W. O. Vaught.  The  
collection’s scrapbooks include general clippings concerning Baptist leaders and events, 
such as the 1939 Baptist World Alliance meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, and Mrs. 
Spalding’s family, including her father-in-law, A. T. Spalding.  Other topics in the 
collection concern separation of church and state, race relations, and home and foreign 
missions.   
 
Additional information, about the Southern Baptist Historical Society, is included in the 
William Owen Carver Collection (AR 76) and about the Historical Commission in the 
Norman W. Cox Papers (AR 122).   
 
The collection was donated to the Southern Baptist Historical Society in 1950 and was 
later transferred to the Historical Commission (the Southern Baptist Historical Library 
and Archives).  
 
Arrangement 
Arranged alphabetically, then chronologically 
 
Provenance 
Donated to the Southern Baptist Historical Society in 1950, then transferred to the 
Historical Commission (SBHLA) 
 
Preferred Citation 
Mary Connally Spalding Collection, Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, 
Nashville, Tennessee 
 
Access Restrictions 
None 
 
Subject Terms 
Spalding, Mary Connally, 1877 – 1953 
Spalding, Albert Theodore, 1831 – 1921 
Cox, Norman Wade, 1888 – 1968 
Carver, William Owen, 1868 – 1954 
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Southern Baptist Convention. Historical Commission 
Race relations – Religious aspects – Baptists 
Church and state – Baptists 
 
Container List 
Box 1  
1.1 Addresses – “Ban of Federal Aid to Education for Sectarian and Private Schools,” 
 by Forrest C. Donnell, 1948  
1.2 Addresses – “Baptist World Fellowship,” by Louie D. Newton & J. H. 
 Rushbrooke, 1945  
1.3 Addresses – “The Catholic Hour,” by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Fulton H. Sheen, 1943  
1.4 Addresses – “Christ or Chaos,” by R. E. Harvey, 1947  
1.5 Addresses – “The Dangers and Duties of the Present Hour,” by E. Y. Mullins,  

May 16, 1923  
1.6       Addresses – “Hymns of the Bible,” by Mrs. James N. Brawner  
1.7       Addresses – “Motives Stronger than Fear,” by Ralph W. Sockman, February 27,  

1944 
1.8       Addresses – “What Baptist Principles are Worth to the World,” by A. E. 
 Dickinson, August 13, 1889  
1.9       Alexander, Charles M., 1920  
1.10     American Baptist Theological Seminary – Nashville, Tennessee  
1.11     Articles – “The Fatherhood of God,” by P. S. Henson, 1895  
1.12     Articles – “Kingdom Facts & Factors,” 1946 – 1951  
1.13     Articles – “The Time of Christ’s Resurrection & the Observance of Sunday,” by  

Rev. A. H. Lewis, 1892  
1.14     Atlanta Historical Bulletin, 1945  
1.15     Ayers, Thomas, 1948  
1.16     Baptist Hand Book, 1919  
1.17     Baptist Hour – Radio Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, 1949  
1.18     Baptist Quarterly – “The Doctrine of the Suffering Christ”  
1.19     “The Baptists”  
1.20     Baylor Bulletin – Waco, Texas, 1900  
1.21     Bessie Tift College, 1943 – 951  
1.22     Biographical Materials – Spalding, A. T., 1875 – 1921  
1.23     Boyd, Jesse L. – “A Brief Manual for the Clerk or Secretary of Church and  

Association,” 1951  
1.24     Boykin, Samuel  
1.25     Brantly, William, 1933  
1.26     Broadus, John Albert, 1895  
1.27     Brown, Joseph E., 1875 – 1947  
1.28     Bulletin of the Baptist Bible Institute, 1932 – 1933  
1.29     “Candles for Darkened Rooms,”1948  
1.30     The Christian Index, Atlanta, Georgia, 1921 – 1930  
1.31     Christianity and Democracy  
1.32     Church Programs, 1931 – 1948 
1.33     Clarke, W. Harvey   
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1.34     Clippings, 1879 – 1949  
1.35 Clippings – Atlanta Baptist Association – 1940-1950  
 
Box 2  
2.1 Clippings – Baptist World Alliance, 1939 – 1950 
2.2       Clippings – Devotionals, 1942 – 1946       
2.3       Clippings – Georgia Baptists, 1915 – 1950 
2.4       Clippings – Historic Southern Churches, 1948 – 1951  
2.5       Clippings – Historical Commission, Southern Baptist Convention, 1951  
2.6       Clippings – Mercer University, 1933 – 1950  
2.7       Clippings – Methodists  
2.8       Clippings – Second Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 1919  
2.9       Clippings – Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 1951  
2.10     Clippings – Sermons, 1895 – 1914  
2.11     Clippings – Separation of Church and State, 1921 – 1951 
2.12     Clippings – Southern Baptist Convention, 1949  
2.13     Clippings – Southern Baptist Convention Materials, 1915 – 1946  
2.14     Clippings – Southern Baptist Convention Materials, 1948 – 1951  
2.15     Clippings – Southern Baptist Convention, St. Louis Missouri, 1947  
2.16     Clippings – Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1897 – 1925 
2.17     Clippings – Sunday School Lessons, 1937  
2.18     Clippings – Truett-McConnell Junior College, Cleveland, Georgia, 1949   
2.19     Clippings – Woman’s Missionary Union, 1930  
2.20     Connally, Mrs. E. L.  
2.21     Correspondence, 1885 – 1949  
2.22     Correspondence – Barnes, W. W., 1948  
2.23     Correspondence – Binns, Walter Pope, 1951  
 
Box 3 
3.1 Correspondence – Carver, W. O., 1945 – 1953  
3.2       Correspondence – Cox, Norman W., 1951 – 1953  
3.3       Correspondence – Frost, J. M., 1902  
3.4       Correspondence – McCall, Duke K., 1951  
3.5       Correspondence – Mercer University, 1941 – 1948  
3.6       Correspondence – Newton, Louie D., 1951  
3.7       Correspondence – Second Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 1916 – 1951  
3.8       Correspondence – Spence, T. H. Jr., 1951 
3.9       Financial Reports – Atlanta Baptist Association, 1936 – 1947  
3.10     Fuller, Ellis A.  
3.11     Georgia Baptist Digest, 1949  
3.12     Georgia Baptist Foundation  
3.13     Georgia Baptist Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, 1943  
3.14     Granger, W. A.  
3.15     Gray, B. D., 1946 
3.16     Heimsath, Charles H. – “The Future of Foreign Missions: A Consideration of the  

Report of the Laymen’s Foreign Mission Inquiry,” 1932  
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3.17     Herschel, Sir John, 1884  
3.18     Landrum, William W.  
3.19     Leavell Family, 1913 – 1930  
3.20     Marshall, Alexis, 1856 – 1916  
3.21     “Men and the Religion Forward Movement,” 1911 
3.22     Minutes – Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union (Atlanta Baptist Association),   

1947 – 1948 
3.23 Miscellaneous, 1881 – 1904 
3.24     Missionary Calendar of Prayer for Southern Baptists, 1915  
3.25     Neel, Mrs. W. J. – “His Story in Georgia Woman’s Missionary Union History,”  

1939  
3.26     Newton, Louie D.  
3.27     Pamphlets, 1895 – 1951  
3.28     Pamphlets – Argentina Seminary Bulletin, 1931  
3.29     Pamphlets – Federal Council of Churches  
3.30     Pamphlets – Georgia Baptists  
3.31     Pamphlets – Separation of Church and State  
 
Box 4  
4.1 Pamphlets – South American Trip, 1921  
4.2       Pamphlets – Southern Baptist Convention, 1919 – 1946  
4.3       Pamphlets – Southern Baptist Convention Annuity Board, 1948  
4.4       Pamphlets – Woman’s Missionary Union, 1938 – 1951  
4.5       Phillips, A. D., 1871  
4.6       Pioneer Work and Progress of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Georgia by 
 Mrs. Stainback Wilson  
4.7       Pierce, Rev. Robert F. Y. – “Garlands of Praise for Children’s Day,”1895  
4.8       Porter, Henry A., 1945  
4.9       Poteat, Edwin McNeill, 1937  
4.10     Programs – Atlanta Baptist Association, 1947 – 1949  
4.11     Programs – Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union (Atlanta Baptist Association),  

1947 – 1948  
4.12     Programs – Georgia Baptists, 1943 – 1950  
4.13     Programs – Mercer University, 1933 – 1950  
4.14     Programs – Miscellaneous   
4.15     Programs – Second Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 1901 – 1931 
4.16     Programs – Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 1908 – 1950 
4.17     Programs – Southern Baptist Convention Annuity Board, 1946  
4.18     Programs – Southern Baptist Convention Materials, 1948 – 1951  
4.19     Race Relations: A Charter of Principles, 1947 – 1948  
4.20     Ramsay, David M., 1949  
4.21     Reports – Separation of Church and State by Joint Committee on Public 
 Relations, 1940s 
4.22     Reports – “Some Reasons Why the Southern Presbyterian Church Should  

Withdraw from the Federal Council of Churches,”1947  
4.23     Richmond Female Institute and Woman’s College of Richmond  
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Box 5  
5.1       Scrapbooks, 1895 – 1901   
5.2       Scrapbooks – Baptist World Alliance, 1939  
 
Box 6  
6.1       Scrapbooks – Baptist World Alliance, 1939  
6.2       Scrapbooks – Brown, Joseph E., 1918 – 1947  
 
Box 7  
7.1       Scrapbooks – Home & Foreign Missions and Leavell Family  
7.2       Scrapbooks – South American Trip, 1921  
7.3       Scrapbooks – Spalding, A. T., 1895  
 
Box 8  
8.1 Sermons – “Beyond the Sunset of Life,” by A. Warren Huyck, 1949        
8.2       Sermons – “The Christian’s Relation to Amusements and the World,” by J. 
 Wilbur  Chapman, 1904  
8.3       Sermons – “How to Keep Young,” by Henry Alfred Porter  
8.4 Sermons – “Life’s Supreme Allegiance,” by W. O. Vaught, 1946  
8.5       Sermons – “Life’s Unanswerable Questions,” by Truman B. Douglass, 1936  
8.6       Sermons – “A Seat in the Balcony,” by Norman W. Cox, 1949  
8.7       Sermons – “Thy Word,” by Roland Q. Leavell  
8.8       Sermons – “A World Fellowship,” by Ryland Knight  
8.9       Shorter College, 1932  
8.10     “Sixty Years of the Life…of a Country Village Baptist Church, Dahlonega,  

Georgia, 1838 – 1897”  
8.11     “Some Georgia Historical Sketches,”1943  
8.12     Spalding, A. T. – “For Bereaved Parents”  
8.13     Spalding, A. T. – Index, 1952 – 1959  
8.14     Spalding, A. T. – Miscellaneous  
8.15     Southern Baptist Assembly – Glorieta, New Mexico, 1948  
8.16     Southern Baptist Assembly – Ridgecrest, North Carolina, 1946 – 1950  
8.17     Southern Baptist Convention, Chicago, Illinois, 1950  
8.18     Stout, John  
8.19     Tichenor, Isaac Taylor  
8.20     Vincent, George E. – “The Rockefeller Foundation,” 1924 – 1927  
8.21     The Welder, Atlanta, Georgia, 1908 – 1914  
8.22     Westmoreland, Mrs. George – “Through the Years with W. M. U.:  A History of  

Atlanta Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union”   
8.23     Williams, William, 1939  
8.24 Young Men’s Christian Association, Hangchow, China, 1922  

 


